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Register NOW for FOLIO Splash Friends of Libraries Week

FOLIO Officers

Pres - Linda Pye Friends of Libraries are invited to join the Make Plans Now

Vice Pres - vacant FOLIO Splash confgrence on Saturday, It's time to start planning for National Friends of
Secretary - Pauline October 10, from 10:00 am - 2:15 pm. Libraries (FOL) Week for 2026, which will be on
Rodriguez-Atkins This is a great day to learn from other October 18-24. Friends of Libraries Week
Treasurer-Candace Baird friends and to network. The workshop is provides an opportunity to celebrate Friends, to
Past Pres-Angie Lewis sqhed_uled at the Southwest Oklahoma promote your group in the community, to raise
(T:athéB'iffk";a” City Library, 2201 SW 134th Street, awareness, and to promote membership. Since
Df.rgi"r:ag(:n Oklahoma City. many dedicated library users/patrons don’t
Wayne Hanway know about Friends groups, now is the time to
Judy Haught let them know what you do and how they can

Dr. Melinda Howard
Dr. Karen Neurohr
Sharon Saulmon

Advisory Board

Kirk Baird
Shay Beezley

Let's make a Splash!

get involved and ramp up their support for the
library.

| This year FOLIO is offering three $750 awards

to recognize local FOL Week activities, two for
Friends serving communities under 10,000
population and one for Friends serving
communities over 10,000 population. An
application and instructions are available on the
web site (www.okfriends.net) under Awards.

,’:‘A?Ctﬁgﬁecﬁzle Whether your library is a big ship or small, The entry deadline is November 13, 2026, with
Hannibal B. Johnson you'll find the topics interesting. Register ~ awards to be announced in December. To apply
Judy Randle for $10 now at: okfriends.net/splash for the awards, Friends groups must be FOLIO
Bruce Stone The “Early Literacy - Key to Success” members. There are many ways to celebrate
Iﬂﬁiﬁgg‘i{v";ﬁ;’” session will feature friends groups who and promote your Friends group to library users
Bill Young have special projects targeting and the community. Plan your events now,

preschoolers. Friends groups who because October 18-24 will be here before we
) received a FOLIO Seeds for Success know it!
Emeritus Board grant will share how the grant made an 3 id how to celebrate th K
Beverly Dieterlen impact for the young children in their Some ideas on how to celebrale the wee
Eugene Earsom communities. include:
Mary Harkey
Gerry Hendon Pauline Rodriguez-Atkins will review « Plan a special display, membership drive, or
Carolyn Klepper “Neighbors and Friends: Helping Address bookmark contest.
Intellectual Freedom Challenges in Your  « Tell your city officials how important the
Community.” Friends are to the ongoing success of the
library.

Authors Jim Ross & Shelly Graham will
discuss their Oklahoma Book Award
winning book Route 66: The First
Hundred Years.

* Use this opportunity to convey to officials how
Friends raise money, promote the library, and
volunteer in many ways.

* Host a mayoral proclamation with special

A panel led by Dr. Bill Hagen will share coverage in the local news media.

how to start successful book clubs and * Hold a drawing for gift baskets for library
book discussions and discuss the customers each day during FOL Week.
successful, stimulating “Let’s Talk about  « Host an author panel discussion, local author
It” program. book signing, or book review.

“Working Together: Friends and Library « Feature different library services each day of

Administration” will examine different the week on Facebook.
(continued on p. 3) (continued on p. 4)
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From the President. . .

;E As a young child growing
up in Arkansas in the
1950s and 1960s, |
remember how much |
loved the public library
and now reflect upon what
an impact that small
county library in the
basement of the
courthouse had on me. |
grew up on an 80-acre
8 (mostly wooded) small
farm, located about 6
miles from the nearest very small town and 12 miles from
a slightly larger one. That rural homeplace was a perfect
place to daydream and think about life in other places. As
| heard the train whistle on quiet nights from the nearby
town, | imagined what cities the train would visit and what
life was like in those cities. We didn’t have a telephone or
a TV, so there was not much to do except work on the
farm, cook, quilt, attend church, and read. Neither of my
parents read much, my father had only an 8" grade
education, and my mother just barely graduated from high
school, but they were hard-working people who did not
have the opportunities that | had. The reading materials
that we had in our home were the Bible, cookbooks, a few
Golden books, and a few farming magazines.

| loved to read, but around my 3™ grade year, | had
already read everything in the small classroom library in
the rural elementary school that | attended and then
pleaded for my parents to buy me some books. Since my
family had no funds to purchase books, my father told me
that the public library would have books that | could read
for free. What a deal! | had not known that and was
surprised that he did. He took me to the library and
introduced me to the librarian whom he already knew.
After that, | was not concerned about getting reading
materials. During the summers, my sister and | would
check out maybe 10 books a week. | read a variety of
books from that library and still remember many of the
stories. | am now surprised that some of my friends from
the same school | attended say they never visited that
library. | can’t imagine my life growing up without that
library!

As | begin my term as President of FOLIO, | am filled with
hope and pride for libraries in Oklahoma. They remain
strong institutions with strong support from their
communities and a recognition by community members
that libraries offer many diverse benefits. Just as a public
library did for me so long ago, libraries are still changing
lives. They give children and teenagers different ways of
looking at the world and life. One reason for their success
is that FOLIO has helped to strengthen libraries in
Oklahoma for many years. This is the purpose of FOLIO!

On FOLIO Day in March at the OLA Conference, FOLIO
had some excellent programs, presented several
awards, and gave away three scholarships that
benefited those seeking a degree and a career in the
library profession. Stay tuned for the availability of many
more award opportunities this year! Although FOLIO
offers several awards to Friends groups, being a FOLIO
member is a requirement for eligibility.

The Friends of Libraries Week this year is October 18-
24. Applications are due November 13, and the award
will be announced in December. At the last board
meeting, FOLIO approved three $750 FOL Week
awards -- two for libraries in communities less than
10,000 in population and one for libraries in communities
with more than 10,000 in population. Start planning your
activities now to celebrate Friends of Libraries Week,
and then get the applications submitted!

Any Friends group that is a member of FOLIO will have
the opportunity to honor a member as a Standout Friend
at the annual FOLIO Splash conference to be held this
year on October 10 at the Southwest Oklahoma City
Library. This is a good way to honor a volunteer or board
member on a statewide level. More information on the
Splash event will be available soon. Begin thinking of
whom you could honor and nominate someone. Then
plan to attend this fun and informative event!

At the biennial FOLIO board retreat in Weatherford a
couple of weeks ago, we participated in a discussion of
the book, Library 2035: Imagining the Next
Generation of Libraries (2024) by Sandra Hirsch. After
reading the book and discussing it, we are still unsure of
exactly how libraries will look in 2035, but we know they
will change, and those changes will be influenced by
several external factors. Of course, the advancement of
technology will be a powerful influence on changes in
libraries. As Friends, we need to reflect on how libraries
are changing and be ready to support those libraries as
they adapt. | am confident that Friends groups will be
ready to support libraries regardless of what their futures
hold.

Our newest FOLIO board member is Terri Crawford from
Watonga. She is retired after having many years of
experience in serving as Director of the Watonga Public
Library. | know that Terri will help us further strengthen
libraries in Oklahoma. Welcome, Terri!

There are so many good quotes about libraries, but this
is one of my favorites. “Google can bring you back
100,000 answers; a librarian can bring you back the
right one.” — Neil Gaiman

Support those libraries and their hard-working librarians!
We never know whose lives we might change.

Linda Pye, President



FOLIO Board Actions

The FOLIO Board met on June 13, 2026, at the
Weatherford Public Library. .Board action included:

- Best Friends Awards were increased to three $1,000.

- Friends of Libraries Week Awards were increased to
three $750 awards.

- Seeds for Success Grants were increased to three $500
awards.

* Plans for the FOLIO Splash fall conference were
approved. See the article on p.1 for more info. Register
today!

» The Stand Up for Standout Friends will be honored at
FOLIO Splash with media recognition and natification of
local officials. Nominate your outstanding Friends of the
Library. See information on p. 8.

* A state question on property tax reform will be on the
November ballot. If the state question passes, it will lower
the maximum that a property’s taxable value may be
increased from 5% to 4% for commercial properties, and
from 3% to 1.75% for primary residences. This action
would effectively lower the funds raised through property
taxes and would drastically impact services funded
through property taxes, including libraries and schools.

FOLIO Board Planning Retreat

The FOLIO Board and Advisory took time to tour the
Stafford Air & Space Museum while in Weatherford. This
world-class, Smithsonian-affiliated museum features
extensive space exploration artifacts, including astronaut
Thomas P. Stafford's actual Gemini and Apollo gear. Left
to right are Wayne Hanway, Angie Lewis, Dr. Karen
Neurohr, Dr. Melinda Howard, Judy Haught, Linda Pye,
Kirk Baird, Eugene Earsom, Cathy Blackman, Pauline
Rodriguez-Atkins, Candace Baird, Terri Crawford and
Natalie Currie.

Register NOW for FOLIO Splash
(continued from p. 1)

models of friends and library cooperation and
communication. Bring your ideas to share with Terri
Crawford, facilitator.

President Linda Pye will review the awards, grants, and
benefits available to FOLIO members.

In Remembrance

Dedicated and beloved
FOLIO leader J. Thomas
“Tom” Terry passed away
in May. He was a member
of the FOLIO Board and
later the Advisory Board
for decades. Tom eagerly
served as FOLIO President
and worked on many FO-
LIO committees. FOLIO
recognized his outstanding
service with the Hall of
Fame Award in 2006-2007.

4

FOLIO Past President Sha-
ron Douthitt said, “My memory of him will always be of
how dedicated he was to anything he worked on and what
a wonderful personality he had.” Tom was also active in
the Friends of the Shawnee Public Library, where he
served as president.

Tom was a native of Canton, Texas, and attended Baylor
University where he earned a bachelor's degree. He later
worked toward a Master of Business Administration
degree at the University of Texas-Austin. He also served
in the U.S Army.

Tom married Pat Trippett, and they had two children,
Scott and Susan. Terry and his family moved to Shawnee
in 1967 when he joined the Oklahoma Baptist University
staff as treasurer and comptroller. In 1975, he was pro-
moted to vice-president for business affairs and treasurer.
Terry retired from full-time service in 1995, later becoming
director of the university archives. He retired from OBU in
2011.

OBU honored Terry with the Distinguished Service Award
in 1981, the Meritorious Service Award in 1990, and an
honorary doctorate in business in 2016. He was active in
his church and volunteered for many other organizations,
including the Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce, and
Pottawatomie County Historical Society. A park in down-
town Shawnee is named in his honor.

You may choose to honor Tom with a gift to the FOLIO
Endowment. Send to your gift to FOLIO, PO Box 702585,
Tulsa, OK 74170 or online at: https://okfriends.net/
donate

Without words, without writing
and without books there would be
no history, there would be no
concept of humanity."”

- Herman Hesse




Seeds for Success: An Opportunity to Promote
Early Childhood Literacy in Your Community

Oklahomans realize the importance of early childhood
literacy in the success of children, not only in school but
also in their future lives. From the Oklahoma Legislature
to libraries and nonprofit organizations, everyone seems
to be focusing on improving our children’s reading skills.
Research shows that the first three years of a child’s life is
critical for brain development, so it makes sense to focus
our literacy efforts on the very youngest of our citizens.
The need is critical. According to the Little by Little School
Readiness Program, approximately two thirds of lower-
income families have no children’s books in their homes;
over one third of children start kindergarten without the
skills needed to learn; and two thirds of American fourth
graders have below average reading skills with the vast
majority of those children coming from economically-
challenged families.

The good news is that Friends of Libraries, along with the
libraries they support, are stepping up to provide pro-
grams and opportunities for young children to develop
their literacy and reading readiness. We are seeing every-
thing from Imagination Library to books for newborn ba-
bies to free book distributions to children in daycare cen-
ters, Head Start programs, and community centers. Your
Friends group can get in on the action by applying for a
FOLIO Seeds for Success grant. Grants of up to $500 will
be awarded to Friends groups who present plans for early
childhood literacy programs that focus on young children
from economically-challenged communities. In addition,
Friends groups may apply for grants of 100 gently-used
picture books to distribute. If you have not already done
so, join FOLIO; then apply for a grant by December 31,
2026, at https://okfriends.net/seeds-for-success-grant-
application.

Together, we can make a profound difference in our chil-
dren’s lives and in the academic success of Oklahoma.
-Judy Haught, Committee Chair, FOLIO Board

Friends of Libraries Week
Make Plans Now
(continued from p. 1)

NAT_lONALfI'iBIIdS
of LIDIAres week

» Have different programs each day, ending with a Staff
Appreciation Dinner.

* Celebrate what is unique about your group, library
staff, and library services.

You may find other ideas, webinars about FOL Week
events, and marketing materials at: https://
www.ala.org/united/events_conferences/folweek

Plan your Celebration now!
Linda Pye, Committee Chair & FOLIO President

Welcome, Terri, to the FOLIO Board!

Terri Crawford has been a
fan of libraries all of her life.
She attended SWOSU and
received her degree in
Education with an emphasis
on business education and
English. She completed her

| education at OU with an
MLIS after beginning work at
the Watonga Public Library.

She worked at the Watonga

| Public Library for 30 years as
| director and was involved in

| the formation of

| Watonga's first Friends
group.

Terri says, “| am retired from library work but continue to
assist the library as a Friend of the Library. | hope to con-
tinue to learn more ways to help libraries succeed and be
able to assist libraries to move forward in positive ways. |
believe that we all can be advocates for libraries.”

Come and meet Terri at the FOLIO Splash conference.
She has volunteered to facilitate one of our discussions
on the library friends and library administration working
together.


https://okfriends.net/seeds-for-success-grant-application
https://okfriends.net/seeds-for-success-grant-application

Start Preparing for the Best Friends
Awards Application

Bwt f;‘/e«d?
21 o

Every year in March, FOLIO has awarded $1,000 each to
two Friends groups who applied for the Best Friends
awards. The FOLIO board recently voted to add one more
award to Friends groups in smaller communities. Now is
the time to start documenting activities for the 2026
awards. The deadline is January 30, 2027. There were
several applications for the 2025 awards that included
some noteworthy activities that are worth sharing.

The Friends of the Yale Public Library hosted two
community Bingo fundraisers in 2025. They have hosted
at least two per year in the past few years, and the
community looks forward to these events. The funds
raised allowed the Yale Public Library to upgrade the
shelving in the children’s section. Also, their Vice-
President sells plants and trees at the library that he
propagates and donates all proceeds to the Friends. On
November 30, the Friends President and Vice-President
volunteered at the Letters to Santa booth during the tree
lighting and parade held in Yale.

The Eufaula Memorial Library Friends said they wanted
“to help attract patrons to the library and recruit new
members for the Friends group. We held meetings with
library staff to determine what topics the community would
be interested in learning about and what would generally
engage their interest. Based on those discussions, we
scheduled one speaker per month for the entire year. The
highest number of patrons we had in one month was 50,
and our lowest was 15. The program has been so well
received in our little town that we've decided to continue it
for 2026, and we already have all speakers booked.”
Topics included “Famous Biblical Couples,” “How to Find
Your Family History,” “Turning Pain into Purpose,” a tour
of the Eufaula Cemetery, and the history of Eufaula.

The Talala Area Public Library Friends sponsored STEAM
clubs, a Monster Book of Monsters escape room and
messy art days. They also gathered together for a
Christmas tree-lighting ceremony and provided essential
access to services and resources for new and expectant
mothers.

Tulsa’s Helmerich Library Friends group sponsored a
Super Mario Escape Room and held a MAR10 Day on
March 10, which included game-themed crafts, a photo
spot, Mario Kart races, and a surprise visit from Buddy the
Bookworm. In the summer, they sponsored a “Like an Art-
ist” program to support the Summer Reading Program’s
theme “Color Our World.” Children explored four different
artists and art styles in a hands-on, make-and-take format.
40 young artists created their own masterpieces, and
many checked out books about art and creativity. They
wrapped up the year with a costume party with crafts,
games, a photo booth, and treats. Activities included
“Bobbin’ Beans,” a corn maze, spider ring toss, and trick-
or-treat stations.

FOLIO is proud to encourage and recognize these out-
standing initiatives. We look forward to receiving many
applications for the 2026 Best Friends awards.
Dr. Melinda Howard, Best Friends
Committee Chair and FOLIO Board

National Voter Registration Day
(continued from p. 8)

Democracy
is everyone s business.

==

READER.VOTER. READY.

ALAAmericanLibraryAssociation

Friends may encourage voter participation.

Host Events

v Host voter registration.

 Host a candidate forum.

\ Host a debate about a local issue and include speakers
on all sides of the issue.

Y Invite a local expert to give a talk on voting, elections, or
local issues.

Spread the Word

\ Provide information about issues that will impact libraries
(not how to vote).

\ Write (or ask a library champion to) a letter to the editor
about the resources the library offers, and how important
libraries are.

Partner with Other Organizations

v Encourage voter registration and engagement, inform
the community about issues, host events, and share infor-
mation.

v Reach out to nonpartisan groups such as the League of
Women Voters, Rotary, Chamber of Commerce, Student
Government, Parent Teacher Association, and others.




Thanks for
Making
FOLIO’s
2026
Endowment
Campaign a
Success!

Because of all of your generous donations to the FOLIO’s
endowment at the Oklahoma City Community Foundation
during this fiscal year, we raised over $7,000, surpassing
our goal of $6,000. This qualified us to receive the matching
grant of $2,000 from the Kirkpatrick Family Fund.

“Thank you” for these considerate donations received from:

» Karen Alexander

* Nancy B. Anthony

» Sandra Austin

» Candace and Kirk Baird

* Dennis Bires

» Kathleen Black in memory of Helen Cline

 Cathy Blackmon

» Nancy Chowning

* Helen Clements

* Terri Crawford

* Beverly Dieterlen in the memory of Lillian Norberg
* Sharon and Jon Douthitt

» Jon and Sharon Douthitt in memory of Tom Terry
* Eugene Earsom

* Dana Flora in honor of Gerry Hendon

* Friends of the Donald W Reynolds Community Center and
Library

* Friends of the Helmerich Library

* Friends of the Tulsa City-County Library

* Friends of the Wilburton Library

+ Carla Garrison

» Susan Gilley

* Brent Greyson

» Wayne Hanway

* Wayne Hanway in the memory of Bob and Pat Segal
* Mary Harkey

» Tamara Hart

» Judy Haught

* Gerry Hendon

» Barbara Hogan

* Kimberly Howard

* Melinda Howard

* Chris Kennedy

* Valerie Kimble

« Jill Lannen

» Susan McVey

» Karen Neurohr in memory of Tom Terry

« Charlotte Parrack

* Linda Pye

« Pauline Rodriguez-Atkins
* Anneva Sander

» Sharon Saulmon

» Susan Stackler

* Leland Steve Tippett

* Dorothy Turnauckas

* Irene Wickham

» Pat Woodrum

* William Young

The endowment began in 2009 with $12,000. Since then,
the endowment has grown to almost $209,000. The
interest from the endowment has allowed FOLIO to
distribute over $80,000 in awards and scholarships since
2009 while continuing to grow the endowment. Because
of the increased interest from the endowment, the FOLIO
board recently voted to add one more annual award to
each of the Best Friends, Friends of Libraries Week, and
Seeds for Success awards. Thank you to everyone who
contributed!

Dr. Melinda Howard, Endowment

Committee Chair, FOLIO Board

Public Libraries Serving Communities

Public Library Association fielded the “Public Library
Services for Strong Communities Survey” in fall 2025.
Libraries shared information about the myriad ways
libraries serve and sustain their communities with unique
programs, services, partnerships, and facilities. This is the
second survey, previously done in 2022.

As food insecurity increased nationwide in 2025, libraries
stepped up to support their communities. 56% of libraries
offer food security support services, formally or informally,
an increase of 9.6% relative to 2022.

Compared to 2022, more libraries are offering health and
wellness programs for all age groups, including children
(42%), teens (37%), adults or general interest (66%), and
older adults (42%).

Libraries reported on programs and services for older
adults (age 65-plus). 80% of libraries offer specific support
services for older adults, 83% offer at least one type of
program targeted at that group, and 73% have
partnerships with senior residences, centers, retirement
homes, or other organizations for older adults.

Public libraries have made some gains in the sustain-
ability of their buildings. 7% of libraries currently have
solar panels, and about a third have high efficiency
heating (35%) and cooling (35%) systems.

Public libraries continue to show strength in core areas
such as information access, literacy, and lifelong learning.
At the same time, library services are evolving in both
scope and approach, including through new types of
programs and partnerships that respond to changing
community needs. Read the full report at:
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2026-06/
PLA_Services_Report_2026.pdf



Need Help?
Call your FOLIO Ambassador.

FOLIO has Outreach Ambassadors who are ready and
willing to talk or consult with your Friends’ groups or your
officers. We want to help you be successful and
strengthen your library. Let us know how we can assist
you.

NORTHEAST w
Tabe @

Northeast
Candace Baird
NEAmbassador@okfriends.net

Northwest
Terri Crawford
Linda Pye
NWAmbassador@okfriends.net
Southeast
Dr. Bill Hagen
SEAmbassador@okfriends.net
Southwest
Angie Lewis
SWAmbassador@okfriends.net
IMBOR

Summer Reading - June-August

National Book Lovers Day - August 9, 2026

Fall FOLIO News deadline - Sept. 1, 2026

Library of Congress National Book Festival

- August 22, 2026

Standout Friends Nominations Deadline -

August 31, 2026

Next FOLIO Board Meeting - Sept. 3, 2026

Library Card Sign-Up Month - September

International Literacy Day - Sept. 8, 2026

National Voter Registration Day - Sept. 15

FOLIO Splash registration deadline -

October 3, 2026

Banned Books Week - October 4-10, 2026

e FOLIO Splash Friends Conference -
October 10, 2026

e TeenTober - October

o National Friends of Libraries Week -
October 18-24, 2026

¢ Children’s Book Week - Nov. 9-15, 2026

e Friends of Libraries Week Award deadline -

November 15, 2026

The time for you to renew or join is NOW!
Join FOLIO!
Great reasons to be a FOLIO member:

* To be inspired with new ideas, projects, and activities to
promote your Friends group

* To encourage a vigorous Friends group in every library
* To be an advocate for libraries locally and statewide

* To ensure that Oklahoma libraries have the best
educated staff

* To assist with starting or revitalizing a Friends group

* To network and share ideas for programming and
fundraising

* To help bring new, progressive ideas to all libraries in
the state

Contributions in addition to the minimum dues further
support FOLIO’s mission and are greatly appreciated.
Your generous support helps FOLIO accomplish its
mission: To strengthen libraries in Oklahoma through
Friends of Libraries.

You may renew your membership and add an
additional contribution online at
www.okfriends.net
or to pay by check, mail this form to FOLIO, Attn:
Treasurer, PO Box 702585, Tulsa, OK 74170.

Basic dues are as follows:

$20 - Individual Membership

$25 - Friends Group Membership

$30 - Library Membership

Contributions above the minimum dues further support FOLIO’s
mission, are greatly appreciated, and are tax deductible as a
charitable contribution.

Name:
(Name of Individual, Friends group, Library or Corporate Business)

Address:
City:
Zip:

Phone:

Email:
(Please include this because we are transitioning to
communicating by email only to save postage costs.)

FOLIO is a 501(c)(3) organization, tax ID 73-1053431.
Dues are tax deductible to the extent of the law.

Your personal information is not shared with third
parties.

Dues Enclosed:

Gift Donation enclosed:
Designate gift for: __Additional Support __ Endowment

FOLIO—We are Friends helping Friends!



http://www.okfriends.net

FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES IN OKLAHOMA

P. O. Box 702585
Tulsa, OK 74170

"If information is

; the currency of
Emdemocracy, then
libraries are

its banks."

Honor Outstanding Friends
Nominate your Standout Friends [z

members for this FOLIO Award.
FOLIO is pleased to recognize
these great friends from member
Oklahoma Friends of Libraries.

As a support organization for
Oklahoma Friends, FOLIO is
privileged to regularly hear sto-
ries about volunteers across the state who go above and
beyond in service to their local Friends of the Library.
Most of these “Standout Friends” remain unsung heroes.

Your Friends group can boast about your standout mem-
bers — movers and shakers whose dedication, creativity,
and boundless energy help the organization overcome
obstacles.

Each member Friends group is invited to put forward the
name of one individual for this special honor, in thanks for
standout efforts in furtherance of their work and mission.
Your group decides the criteria for selection.

Standout Friends will be honored at the FOLIO Splash
meeting, will receive a certificate, will have a commenda-
tion letter sent to a local official, will have a press release
sent to the local newspaper, and will be featured on
FOLIO’s Facebook page.

For the submission form and more details, go to
okfriends.net/awards, The deadline for the award is Au-
gust 31, 2026.
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National Voter Registration Day

Voting is one of the greatest privileges and responsibilities
of citizenship in the United States. Yet, turnout in national
elections is consistently lower than two-thirds of eligible
voters.

National Voter Registration Day is an unofficial holiday
that takes place on September 15, when many communi-
ties and organizations promote voter registration. National
Voter Registration Day encourages libraries and friends of
libraries to support voter registration.

FOLIO has become a partner to encourage Friends of the
Library to become involved with helping your community
to be registered, informed, and ready to vote this Fall.
Partnering with nonpartisan organizations, like the League
of Women Voters, creates a synergy for registration
drives, displays, events, spreading the word and more.

Timelines, graphics, posters and
more are available. You can learn
more and sign up as a partner at:
NationalVoterRegistrationDay.org

“Libraries and Voter Engagement” is
a short article detailing the im-
portance of voting and how friends
and libraries can encourage partici-
pation: https://shorturl.at/OInWd.
(continued on p. 5)



