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 FOLIO Annual Meeting 
OLA Conference - March 13 

Hyatt Regency Downtown - Tulsa 

Registration is now open for the Okla-

homa Library Association Conference. 

FOLIO Day is Friday, March 13. You may 

register now at the OLA website.  

• Go to: https://www.oklibs.org/ and select  

News & Events, then Annual Conference.  

• Select “FOLIO 1-Day Registration.” 

• Select “Register.” 

• Complete the “Attendee Info” tab. 

• Complete the “Attendee Selections” tab. 

• Then “Save and Finalize Registration.” 

Registration for the day is $30. Lunch is 

on your own, or you may register for the 

Advocacy Luncheon for $45. 

Advocacy Luncheon - Mapping Your 

Advocacy Route with the AASL 

Standards - Advocacy always begins with 

a conversation. The newly released 

School Library Standards for Learners, 

School Librarians, and School Libraries 

presents new tools and tips for having 

potentially tricky conversations with library 

stake-holders. Sample scenarios will 

illustrate how to analyze a concerning 

situation through the lens of the standards 

and plan for successful advocacy.  

Q - How can we 

get a Friends of 

Library group 

established for 

our small town? 

We think having a Friends of the Library 

would be beneficial for volunteers, book 

disposal (sales, crafts, donations) and 

social events. 

A - First, recruit three-to-five potential 

Friends. These could be community  

(continued on p. 2) 

FOLIO Day Schedule 

• 8:30 am  "Let Them Know, Friends Sharing 

the Library Story" 

• 9:30 am  Oklahoma Author Greg Shaw, a 

journalist and writer focused on Native 

American issues, community leadership and 

technology 

• 10:45 am  “Freedom to Read, Freedom to 

Belong: Protecting Access and Respecting 

Differences in Our Libraries” 

• 11:30 am  On Your Own or Advocacy 

Luncheon 

• 1:00 pm  Scholarship and Friends' Awards 

• 2:00 pm  FOLIO Board and Annual Members 

Meeting 

(More conference info on p.4) 

Libraries Are Health Hubs 

The roots of community health and wellness 

extend out into the 9,000 or so public libraries 

across the United States which are supported 

mostly by local funding, like taxes. However, 

nearly seven in ten libraries are located in rural 

communities or small towns where that funding 

cannot sustain operations. They instead depend 

on federal dollars and leverage every penny to 

fund programs that keep Americans healthy. 

• Libraries serve as public health hubs — 

sometimes the only health hub — offering the 

community access to critical health information. 

• Libraries directly connect their community 

members to healthcare services and supports 

that they might not otherwise be able to access. 

• Libraries serve as lifelines for vulnerable 

populations, including low-income families, 

homeless individuals, and older adults. Libraries 

offer these groups safety, independence, and 

support. 

• Libraries offer resources and programs to 

combat isolation, loneliness, and depression. 

O'Malley, Katherine. “Libraries Are Public 

Health Hubs." WBUR (9 Sep.2025) https://

tinyurl.com/2ypw8svu 



 
 

Happy New Year! I hope the 

new year finds each of you 

renewed, refreshed, and ready 

to meet challenges and enjoy 

new opportunities in 2026. 

Friends groups should always 

be looking for ways to assist 

local libraries in reaching 

readers. An often overlooked 

opportunity may be authors in 

your community. There are many authors of all genres in 

Oklahoma, and they are a valuable resource to Friends 

groups and local libraries. They often enjoy book signings, 

book festivals, and other library events. They are also 

available to participate in and lead workshops and events 

for children and adults.      

In the past few years, my local Friends group, The Friends 

of the Chickasha Public Library, has hosted a Local 

Author Festival. I am pleasantly surprised by the number 

of authors in my area. In October 2025 we had 19 authors 

at our Local Author Festival! The genres covered 

everything from poetry, historical romance, fantasy, local 

lore, and inspirational. Readers of all ages could find 

something from picture books, chapter books, young 

adult, and a range of books for adults. We hold the 

Festival in late fall each year to encourage early shopping 

for the holiday season. Authors bring their books to sign 

and sell and enjoy meeting readers. A huge side benefit to 

the Festival is the networking opportunity it provides the 

authors. They visit and share ideas, resources, and their 

experiences in the world of writing and publishing. They 

enjoy the event as much or more as the patrons.    

As you explore ideas for new events, please consider a 

local author event of some type. If you have questions or 

would like more information, I would be happy to share 

with you.   

Plan to attend FOLIO Day at the Oklahoma Library 

Association Conference on Friday, March 13, in Tulsa. It 

will be a great day of networking and learning. Sharing the 

library story is an important job of library friends. Our 

opening session will include a discussion of the best ways 

to let the community know about library programs and 

services. Author Greg Shaw will introduce us to Cherokee 

community leader Charlie Soap and his book, Last One 

Walking. Another session will be reviewing the principles 

of intellectual freedom and the importance of trustees and 

friends advocating for diverse library collections. 

Lunch may be on your own, or you may purchase tickets 

for the Advocacy Luncheon. In the afternoon FOLIO will 

be honoring the award winners for last year. Friends of 

libraries around the state are creatively supporting their 

local libraries throughout the year. The FOLIO Members’  

From the President. . . Meeting includes an invitation for Friends groups to 

share their activities. See you there! 

May your 2026 be filled with joy, books, and unlimited 

time to read!  

                                       Angie S. Lewis 

Ask a Friend 

(continued from p. 1) 

leaders, library volunteers, retired teachers, or loyal 

library patrons. 

United for Libraries President Deborah Doyle suggests, 

“What other groups are active in your town? Do you 

have a League of Women Voters chapter? A chamber of 

commerce? Who are your library lovers and local 

philanthropists? Who’s the leader of your local PTA? 

Have some conversations and a gathering that tells 

community leaders what you need and envision for the 

library in the coming years. And invite their ideas. Does 

the library have a strategic plan? If not, creating one with 

community input will be a good way to identify and 

inspire possible leaders. You can’t run the friends.” 

Members will need to form an executive board, develop 

a formal operating agreement, establish a mission, 

decide if 501(c)3 status is needed, and create bylaws.  

Contact the FOLIO ambassador for your region. See the 

ambassadors on p. 7. They have resources and advice 

on getting started. 

United for Libraries, a division of the American Library 

Association, also has beginning information, including 

Libraries Need Friends: A Toolkit to Create Friends 

Groups or to Revitalize the One You Have at 

www.ala.org/united/friends/orgtools 

Interlibrary loan books on the topic: The Library 

Friends, Foundations and Trusts Handbook by Diane 

Tuccillo or The Good, the Great and the Unfriendly: A 

Librarian’s Guide to Working with Friends Groups by 

Sally Gardner Reed. 

Friends of Libraries not only provide financial assistance 

and volunteer support but can be advocates in the 

community and at the Capitol. Take one step at a time. 

FOLIO Board Actions 

The FOLIO Board met virtually on January 16, 2026.  

•  Cathy Blackman was welcomed as a new FOLIO 

Board member.  

•  FOLIO has received a $2,000 matching grant from the 

Kirkpatrick Family Fund. Our goal is to raise $6,000 for 

the FOLIO Endowment Fund. Investment dividends go 

to FOLIO scholarships and projects.  

•  The Board agreed to list FOLIO Board members on 

the okfriends.net website with contact information for 

those who wish to have that provided.  

•  Plan to attend Library Day at the State Capitol on April 

29. 



 Books and Fundraising at Meeker 
The Friends of Meeker Library has been very busy the 

last six months of 2025. The Thunder Book Bus came to 

Meeker and handed out many books to children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rolling Thunder Book Bus is pictured with children 

and Library Director DeLayna Wolford. The bus is an 

outreach program that inspires children, grades kinder-

garten to 5th grade, to develop a love for reading. The 

Book Bus carries over 2,000 books.   

The library also held two 

BINGOs, one in July and 

one in November. Both had 

great participation. Some of 

the money received went 

towards the Dolly Parton 

Imagination Library fund. 

We are now at 89 percent 

of children ages 0-5 in our 

community receiving books.  

December 6th was our  

annual big Bake Sale along 

with Meeker’s Parade. We 

had a great turnout from all 

of our friends.  

In January the friends are making up a basket of goodies 

to be auctioned at the Chamber’s annual banquet. Look-

ing ahead, we will be serving the annual soup luncheon 

for the Chamber of Commerce on  the 

12th of February. 

Right after that we will be celebrating 

the library’s 25th anniversary on Feb-

ruary 14th. Lots of invitations are   

being mailed. Our library will have an 

open house for everyone who wishes 

to attend. 

As you can see, the Friends of Meeker Library are very 

busy in our community. Wishing everyone a very happy 

and Safe New Year. 

Donna Weber, President, Meeker Friends 

Warner Friends Donate Surplus Books 

The Greater Warner Friends of the Library had been won-

dering what could be done with library books still left after 

the library’s semi-annual book sales. We voted to put 

them to good use by donating them to a couple of great 

organizations. 

We are planning to take 

most of them to Broken 

Arrow’s ‘Neighbors Book 

Nook,’ which sells donated 

books with proceeds fund-

ing food, housing, and 

support programs for local 

Green Country families.                                            

Pictured is Sarah Jack-

son, Warner Library Man-

ager, with surplus books. 

We are also donating some of them to Maktabas Inc. in 

San Diego, CA, which ships them by container to the 

Maktabas Mashinani Foundation, a registered non-

government entity in Kenya, Africa. The Foundation is 

establishing libraries for rural and underprivileged 

schools, as well as providing books for communities on 

life skills (cooking, computers, gardening, carpentry, etc.). 

Basic literacy skills are crucial for children and youth 

throughout Kenya. Indeed, in all the world. 

Friends of the Library (left to right): Ronelle Baker, Tama 

Davis, Belinda Wallis, Judy Lindsey, Kate Adams, Joyce 

Bennight, Jean Hill, Sarah Jackson, Lois Morton. 

 



 

 
 Make Plans to Arrive Early 

FOLIO programs are beginning at 8:30 am. You may want 

to arrive the night before. The Oklahoma Library Associa-

tion has hotel information. Go to https://www.oklibs.org/ 

and select “Annual Conference” under News & Events, 

then “Logistics.” For questions about booking a room, 

contact: conference@oklibs.org  

Let Them Know,  
Friends Sharing the Library Story 

This session will explore ways 

to share the great Library Story 

– word of mouth, email, social 

media, web page, partnerships 

and more. Your local public 

library offers so much – 

materials, programs, services, 

maker space, tutoring, etc. 

Friends are natural advocates with access to a variety of 

possibilities to let their friends, neighbors, and community 

know about library services. Attend this program to share 

ideas on making people aware of library resources. 

Participants will learn ways to identify the best places to 

share library information. 

Sharon Saulmon, Dean Emerita, Learning Resources 

Center, Rose State College, and past FOLIO President, 

will lead this discussion. She has a MLS and MBA in 

Marketing degrees with experience in multi-track 

marketing for friends of libraries. She has begun social 

media pages for both the Friends of the SOKC Library and 

Friends of Libraries in Oklahoma (FOLIO) with successes 

and challenges.  

 

Freedom to Read, Freedom to Belong 

Protecting Access and Respecting  
Differences in Our Libraries  

In a time of heightened debate 

over what belongs on library 

shelves, Friends of the Library 

groups play a vital role in 

defending access for all. This 

presentation examines the 

principles of intellectual freedom 

and the real-world challenges 

facing libraries today. Learn how to advocate for diverse 

collections, support staff and trustees, and promote 

understanding among community members with differing 

viewpoints. 

Janeal Walker is the Director of Collection Services and 

Development at the Metropolitan Library System. Her 

journey in public librarianship began as a college 

volunteer at the Pioneer Library System, where she 

discovered that working in libraries was the perfect 

intersection of her love for books and her passion for  

helping people. She holds both a Bachelor of Arts in Pro-

fessional Writing and a Master of Library and Information 

Studies from the University of Oklahoma. Since joining 

MLS as a Circulation Clerk in 2011, Janeal has served in 

a variety of roles that have deepened her understanding 

of public library operations and strengthened her commit-

ment to community-centered service. 

Author Talk & Book Signing 

Featuring Greg Shaw  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greg Shaw will be sharing his book Last One Walking: 

The Life of Cherokee Community Leader Charlie Soap. 

You might not recognize the name of Charlie Soap, yet his 

role as a Native community organizer is significant. Com-

bining memoir, history, and current affairs, Last One 

Walking charts for the first time the life and work of this 

influential Cherokee whose wife was Wilma Mankiller. 

In telling this story, author and former journalist Greg 

Shaw gives voice to his sources. As a longtime colleague 

and friend of the family, he draws on his many travels and 

interviews with Soap and on previously unpublished writ-

ings. Shaw offers a rich profile of Soap's singular career--

particularly as a champion of water rights. 

In managing public infrastructure projects, housing assis-

tance, and water development in the Cherokee Nation, 

Soap has exemplified ga-du-gi, the Cherokee word for 

community members working together for the collective 

good. Shaw portrays a dynamic partnership between 

Soap and Mankiller. Together they reignited community 

development for the Cherokee people. 

Greg Shaw was born in Oklahoma City and spent much of 

his life in Cotton County, Oklahoma, part of the Comanche 

Reservation in Walters, Oklahoma. He went on to write for 

the Cherokee tribal newspaper in Tahlequah during the 

1980s. He served in the Office of the U.S. Secretary of the 

Interior and within the Bureau of Indian Affairs. He is not 

an enrolled member of any tribe. 

Greg Shaw has written or co-written books on business, 

technology, and society, including Hit Refresh, Repro-

gramming the American Dream and The Future Com-

puted: AI and Manufacturing.  

FOLIO Programs on March 13 



Oklahoma Library Association Activities 

Scholarship Bash 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The OLA Endowment Committee is sponsoring a 

Scholarship Bash on Thursday evening, March 12, 7:00-

9:00 pm. If you are in town, this will be a fun event, 

celebrating the ’50s & ’60s on Route 66. You can break 

out your vintage vibes with many activities, including 

dance and costume contests. Pre-registration is $40 or 

$50 at the door. 

Exhibits and Programs 

Exhibits will be available Friday 

morning. You’ll find a variety of 

library and general vendors to 

peruse. 

Other OLA programs are 

available. Special topics that 

may interest Friends include 

Cultivating Civically-Minded 

Libraries; Beyond Compliance: 

How Community Partnership 

Drives Meaningful Library 

Accessibility; Architectural 

Psychology in Public Libraries; 

and Fundraising for Library and 

Community Programs: Effective 

Private Grant Strategies and 

Trends in Uncertain Times. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Libraries Provide Education 

and So Much More 

Library supporters often 

focus on the educational 

impact of libraries on kids. 

Angela Hursh shares how 

the library influenced her as 

a child.  

It expanded my world. My 

family didn’t travel much. 

And books allowed me to 

do all the traveling I wanted, 

to states and countries and 

planets I could only imag-

ine. Books showed me how the people in those locations 

lived: What they wore, how they spoke, what they ate, and 

what they valued.  

It showed me possibility. All through my childhood, 

there was one section of the library I favored: biographies 

and memoirs. From reading about the lives of women like 

Amelia Earhart, Marilyn Monroe, Harriet Tubman, and 

Sacagawea, I learned how to be brave and resilient, how 

to fight injustice, and how to make a difference in the 

world. I learned that I could, and should, push to achieve 

as much as possible. 

It taught me persistence. When I was a journalist, I 

leaned on a skill I learned at the library: How to solve 

problems and uncover answers. The reference librarians 

taught me how to go beyond curiosity to enlightenment 

and to find the answers from credible sources. They also 

taught me how to continue looking for those answers even 

when it appeared that none existed.  

It taught me personal responsibility and how to share 

resources. The moment the librarians handed over my 

very own library card, I felt like a grown-up. I was meticu-

lous about returning books before their due date, but not 

just because I wanted to avoid late fees. The librarian ex-

plained how all the books in the library were shared and 

told me that we all played a role in making sure our fellow 

community members could have a turn with the books. 

That sense of community really stuck with me.   

It let me explore my weird quirks. The librarians never 

made me feel ashamed of my interests. 

It made me feel less alone. When I couldn’t get to the 

public library building, the library came to me. In the sum-

mer, the bookmobile came to the farm half a mile from my 

house. The bookmobile was my lifeline to the outside 

world. None of my friends lived near my house in the 

country and summers were quite lonely. The visits by the 

library staff in their magical truck full of books were a gift.   

Angela Hursh, Manager of Engagement & Marketing, NoveList  
https://about.ebsco.com/blogs/novelist/impact-library-child 



FOLIO awards for Friends of Libraries Week are given in 

honor of activities celebrating National Friends of Libraries 

week which was October 19-25 this year. The awards will be 

officially presented at the Oklahoma Library Association 

Conference in Tulsa in March, 2026.  

The winner of the 2025 FOLIO Friends of Libraries Week 

award of $500 for a Friends group in a community serving a 

population of over 10,000 is the Friends of the Helmerich 

Library group in Tulsa. They began the week by having two 

artistic Friends decorate the library display case in fall colors 

featuring membership details, providing information about an 

upcoming author event, and making a book display.  

During the week they offered 

an incentive for family 

membership that included a 

free book bag that was 

created and embossed by one 

of the librarians using a Cricut 

machine that was purchased 

by the Friends group for the 

library. The bag, featuring a 

black cat with a book and 

advertising the Friends group, 

encouraged all ages to read 

and borrow several books to 

carry home.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two membership drives were held that week, one in the 

afternoon and one in the evening, that coincided with an 

author visit from Julia Bryan Thomas. The Library Manager 

assisted them with advertising their event using newsletters, 

bookmarks, and signage. The membership drives resulted in 

signing up sixteen new members.  

The winner of the 2025 FOLIO Friends of Libraries Week 

award of $500 for a Friends group in a community serving 

a population of less than 10,000 is the Talala Area Library 

Friends. Since it is a newly established Friends group, the 

theme of the FOL Week activities and membership drive 

was “Build, Launch, and Grow”!  

They said by building, launching, and growing their 

Friends group, they are building connections and gaining 

momentum to support the library as a place to BUILD a 

strong foundation for increasing literacy, skills, and 

lifelong learning; LAUNCH new ideas and adventures 

through reading, activities, and community engagement; 

and GROW an individual’s knowledge, curiosity, creativity, 

and connections through tools, services, and programs 

offered by the library.  

They set up a table in the library 

and displayed a bulletin of the 

week’s activities along with 

information about ways to support 

the library. Following their theme, 

they offered Succulents in a Mug 

to serve as a reminder of how 

nurturing a plant or a library can 

lead to significant growth and also 

offered an invitation to “Grow With 

Us” through membership to the 

group. They provided take-home 

STEM kits to school-aged kids to encourage discovery 

and creativity and offered a voucher for free hockey game 

tickets and ice skating session to encourage new 

experiences. Pictured is the GROW-themed door prize, 

given to a lucky attendee at the potluck. 

That week Talala Friends also participated in a craft class; 

a book club meeting; a stitchers group; Taco Tuesday at 

the American Legion; and a Library Monthly Scavenger 

hunt. The Library 

Friends held a 

meeting/potluck 

dinner, pictured. 

The Friends 

members 

attended these 

activities and 

interacted with 

participants, 

promoting 

membership for 

the group.  

Congratulations to the Friends of the Helmerich Library 

and the Talala Area Library Friends for a job well done!  

Linda Pye, FOL Week Committee Chair 

Friends of Libraries Week Awards 



The time for you to renew or join is NOW! 

Join FOLIO!  

Great reasons to be a FOLIO member: 

• To be inspired with new ideas, projects, and activities to 
promote your Friends group  

• To encourage a vigorous Friends group in every library 

• To be an advocate for libraries locally and statewide 

• To ensure that Oklahoma libraries have the best 
educated staff 

• To assist with starting or revitalizing a Friends group 

• To network and share ideas for programming and 
fundraising  

• To help bring new, progressive ideas to all libraries in 
the state  

Contributions in addition to the minimum dues further 
support FOLIO’s mission and are greatly appreciated. 
Your generous support helps FOLIO accomplish its 
mission: To strengthen libraries in Oklahoma through 
Friends of Libraries. 

 

You may renew your membership and add an 
additional contribution online at 

www.okfriends.net   
or to pay by check, mail this form to FOLIO, Attn: 

Treasurer, PO Box 702585, Tulsa, OK 74170. 
 

Basic dues are as follows:                
$20 - Individual Membership 
$25 - Friends Group Membership 
$30 - Library Membership 
Contributions above the minimum dues further support FOLIO’s 
mission, are greatly appreciated, and are tax deductible as a 
charitable contribution.  

 

Name:____________________________________ 
(Name of Individual, Friends group, Library or Corporate Business) 

Address:__________________________________ 

City:______________________________________ 

Zip:_______________________________________ 

Phone:____________________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________ 
(Please include this because we are transitioning to 
communicating by email only to save postage costs.) 
 
FOLIO is a 501(c)(3) organization, tax ID 73-1053431.  
Dues are tax deductible to the extent of the law.   
Your personal  information is not shared with third 
parties. 
 
Dues Enclosed: _____________________________ 

Gift Donation enclosed: _______________________ 
Designate gift for: __Additional Support   __Endowment 

FOLIO—We are Friends helping Friends!   

 
• Take Your Child to the Library Day - 

February 7, 2026 
• Library Lovers’ Month - February 
• FOLIO Annual Meeting - March 13, 2026 
• Freedom of Information Day - March 16, 

2026 
• D.E.A.R. - Drop Everything & Read - April 

12, 2026 
• National Library Week - April 19-25, 2026 
• National Library Workers Day - April 22, 

2026  
• National Library Outreach Day - April 23, 

2026 
• Take Action for Libraries Day - April 24, 

2026 
• Preservation Week - April 26-May 2, 2026 
• Library Day at the State Capitol - April 29, 

2026 
• Children’s Book Week - May 4-10, 2026 

Need Help? 

Call your FOLIO Ambassador. 

FOLIO has Outreach Ambassadors who are ready and 
willing to talk or consult with your Friends’ groups or your 
officers. We want to help you be successful and 
strengthen your library. Let us know how we can assist 
you. 

Northeast 
   Candace Baird 
  NEAmbassador@okfriends.net 
Northwest 
   Dr. Karen Neurohr 
   Linda Pye 
  NWAmbassador@okfriends.net 

Southeast 
    Dr. Bill Hagen 
  SEAmbassador@okfriends.net 

Southwest 
   Angie Lewis 
            Judy Haught 
  SWAmbassador@okfriends.net 
  
   

http://www.okfriends.net
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Library 2035 - Imagining the Next 

Generation of Libraries 

Sandra Hirsh has brought together librarians with thought-

ful ideas to both positively dream about the future of librar-

ies as well as be cautionary in Library 2035 (Rowman & 

Littlefield, 2024). Library Journal says this book is 

"Essential reading for all library workers and information 

professionals and, indeed, for any person concerned 

about the future of libraries."  

Library 2035 describes the overarching future landscape, 

community, equity and inclusion, organizations, library 

workers and vision. “By looking a decade in advance, we 

are encouraged to see the possibilities that are not only 

just ahead of us, but also on the horizon,” says Hirsh. This 

is “dynamic ideas and visions, hopes and dreams, threats 

and opportunities, and predictions for libraries.” 

“Libraries aren’t what they used to be,” comments Joseph 

James. “As with most institutions, they grow, change and 

evolve as times and surrounding contexts change. This is 

what makes them vital, strong and ever responsive to the 

needs of their communities and clienteles.” 

“There is no future of libraries: there are many,” observes 

R. David Lankes.”The future is a river with its current 

pushed forward by the actions of the past. In the present, 

we seek to control its course, but we cannot fully predict 

the downstream effects.” Many factors will influence the  

future of libraries, for example, 

censorship, distrust, media con-

solidation, costs of higher educa-

tion, populations, etc.  

Libraries will need to adapt mis-

sions and buildings to respond to 

changing demographic growth. 

America has always been a 

melting pot of “nationalities, reli-

gions, ethnicities, and gender 

identities, but historically many 

of these segments have been 

blocked from realizing their full potential,” relates Kelvin 

Watson. By 2030 one in every five Americans will be over 

65-years-old.  

The “Vision” section focuses on envisioning and preparing 

for the future, highlighting new strategies and considera-

tions. Libraries will: 

•  collaborate and be open to diverse ideas and perspec-

tives. 

•  ”be influenced by new technologies, availability of funds, 

marketing to users, accessibility and value-added services 

and need to think strategically in how to adapt to these 

changes.” (Susan W. Alman) 

•  ”be more resilient, responsive, collaborative, and essen-

tial to the success of the community.” (Sandra Hirsh) 


